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New GDC training standards
for implant dentistry

Stuart M Ellis BDS MSc DPDS MFGDP(UK)

Dental Council released a general dental practitioners in the UK'.  practice, in 2004 the GDC convened a
press statement which Concerned about a growing number  working group to consider the training
fundamentally changes the way that of complaints from patients about standards appropriate to GDPs who
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wish to practise implant dentistry. This
subsequently led to April’s policy
announcement which now cleatly
details the training requirements for
any GDP practising implantology.

The GDC has stated that the
FGDP(UK)’s publication, Traiuing
Standards in Lmplant Dentistry for General
Dental Practitioners, is to be considered
as the authoritive guide to the level of
implantology training required before a
practitioner can carry out implant
treatment in practice”,

This single policy statement by the
GDC has completely shifred the
goalposts. Until now many
practitioners have relied upon short-
term implantology weekend courses,
five- to seven-day “crash courses” or
even on previously obtained hospital-
acquired experience from House
Officer positions as adequate training
for their start in dental implantology.

However, from this point onwards,
in the event of a patient complaint, any

practitioner who practises implant




